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Dear Friends and Honored Guests,

Welcome and heartfelt thanks to each of you for joining us tonight 
as we celebrate and honor some very special people at the Delaware 
Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame Inc. Class of 2026 induction 
ceremony and dinner.

As the host for this event, our organization based here in Delaware 
is an integral part of our state. We have been devoted to recognizing 
successful people from the world of sports who had a significant 
impact throughout our state of Delaware and have inducted 324 sports 
figures in the past 26 years. Tonight, we are honoring and recognizing 
12 very distinguished individuals from each county throughout 
Delaware for their lifelong contributions and involvement in the world 
of sports.

Once again, welcome to the Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of 
Fame Inc. banquet, and we hope you have a very enjoyable evening 
with all of us. 

Sincerely,

Mark P. Sills
President, Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame Inc.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

  EXECUTIVE BOARD

	 Mark P. Sills, President
	 Donald E. Polk, Jr., Vice President
	 Emile Brown, Recording Secretary
	 Tamara Stoner, Corresponding Secretary
	 Wendy Hanner, Treasurer/Membership Chair
	 Howard Smack, Assistant Treasurer/
	 Scholarship Committee
	 Dr. Reba Hollingsworth, Parliamentarian
	 Bernard Pinkett, Contact Person
	 Clemon Jordan, Chaplain
	 Courtland Thomas, Website Coordinator

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	 Michael Brown
	 Jay Faulkner
	 Gloria Harmon
	 Wardell Harmon
	 Cora Jackson-Bratten
	 Paulette Lessene
	 Gregory McNeill
	 Carlton Moss
	 Julia Nelson
	 Shirley Riley
	 Emma Trammell



The Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame, Inc. (DAASHOF) was 
founded under the leadership of Howard Toliver, Nathan “Doc” Hill, the 
late Rev. Conrad Riley, Jr. and the late Harry Scott. Three years later 
DAASHOF was incorporated.

Since the time of its inception in 1996, this unknown group’s primary 
purpose has been to research and recognize outstanding Delaware 
high school, college and professional athletes regardless of race, 
creed or gender. These persons, from each county, if nominated and 
selected according to the criteria set by the organization, will be 
inducted into DAASHOF at a banquet held the third Saturday of April 
each year.

Since its first banquet in 1999, 324 persons have been inducted — 
including athletic managers, coaches and referees.

Public information about the Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of 
Fame, Inc. can be found at www.daashof.org.

DAASHOF has added two new chapters to its book.

The first chapter is that it now financially supports young athletes 
and sports writers who are continuing their education at various 
institutions of higher learning. These individuals must maintain high 
academic and moral standards.

The second chapter focuses on the younger athletes of the AAU and 
Junior Olympic age category who seek to compete nationally in various 
sports and are required to raise funds to finance their opportunity 
to meet the challenge of competing against other young athletes 
throughout the United States. They must meet the criteria of high 
academic and moral character. These young athletes have made 
significant contributions to the sports arena and have brought lasting 
fame to our First State.

OUR HISTORY

FOUNDERS

Charles Brown*
Kenyon L. Camper*
Harmon Carey
Arthur Fauntleroy*
Nathan “Doc” Hill*
Gilbert “Slew” Jackson, Jr.*
Clemon Jordan
Clifton “Gator” Lewis*
John Oates*
John Pitts*
Conrad F. Riley*
Harvey W. Riley*
Harry Scott*
Howard Smack, Sr.
Howard K. Toliver*

PAST PRESIDENTS

Rev. Conrad F. Riley  |  1996-1999
Bernard Pinkett  |  1999-2000
Julia Nelson  |  2000-2004
Harvey W. Riley  |  2004-2008
Ronald Whittington  |  2008-2010
Charles J. Laws  |  2010-2018

*Deceased



Sherry Dorsey Walker, Mistress of Ceremonies

Musical Exordium ........................................................................................................................................................................................ Howard Smack
Introduction of the Master of Ceremonies .................................................................................................................. Chaplain Clem Jordan
Welcome ............................................................................................................................................................................................. Sherry Dorsey Walker

Processional of the Inductees

*Lift Every Voice and Sing ....................................................................................................................... The Grace Baptist Cathedral Church
Memorial to Deceased Inductees ...................................................................................... Harvey Riley, Jr., Cynthia Riley, Shirley Riley
Musical Selection ................................................................................................................................................................. Jazz Musician Tony Smith
Invocation & Blessing ................................................................................................................................................................ Chaplain Clem Jordan

Chat & Chew

Announcement of Scholarship Recipients * Outstanding Senior Athletes ......................................................... Howard Smack

Acknowledgments — Dignitaries and Past Inductees ....................................................................................... President Mark P. Sills

1980 and 1981 Indian River High School Championship Boys Basketball Teams 
Special Recognition ................................................................................................................................................................... President Mark P. Sills
Musical Selection ................................................................................................................................................................. Jazz Musician Tony Smith
Presentation of Inductees ...................................................................................................................................................... Sherry Dorsey Walker
Reflections from Inductees ...................................................................................................................................................................... Class of 2026

Thank you for limiting your reflections to three minutes.

Induction Ceremony ................................................................................................................................................................... President Mark P. Sills

Closing Remarks ........................................................................................................................................................................... President Mark P. Sills
*Benediction .................................................................................................................................................................................... Chaplain Clem Jordan

* Please Stand

“We do not remember days, we remember moments.”
— Cesare Pavese

ENJOY EVERY MOMENT!!!!

PROGRAMME



Sherry Dorsey Walker

The Honorable Sherry Dorsey Walker, a native of Wilmington, Delaware, was 
the first Person of Color elected to the Delaware House of Representatives 
from the 3rd District in 2018. She was also the First Woman and the First 
Person of Color elected in the 6th District to the Wilmington City Council in 
2012. She earned a Master’s in Film from Howard University and a Bachelor 
of Arts from the University of Delaware in English/Journalism. She is a 
proud product of St. Elizabeth School, where she attended for 12 years. She 
was inducted into the St. Elizabeth Hall of Fame in 2022. Currently, Sherry is 
serving as the Chief of External of Affairs for the Department of Health and 
Social Services. 

Sherry served on the following committees in the House: Chair of the 
Sunset Committee (Policy Analysis and Government Accountability), Co-chair of the Joint Sunset Oversight 
Legislative Sunset Committee, Agriculture, Economic Development/Banking/Insurance and Commerce, Revenue 
and Finance, Judiciary, Transportation/Land Use and Infrastructure and Veterans.

Sherry sponsored HB 198 adding Black History to our state’s curriculum, HB 195 putting body-worn cameras on all 
police officers, HB 387 ensuring that state contracts which are $30 million or more have up to 30 percent People 
of Color, Veterans and Women on the projects, as well as HB 70 eliminating the death penalty in Delaware. Also, 
Sherry sponsored HB 119 making Juneteenth a permanent paid state holiday.

Sherry received the Legislator of the Year Award in 2021, is a 2024 graduate of the Norma J. Jackson Leadership 
Academy, and a recipient of the Trailblazer Award from Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Incorporated, and the PTA of Delaware Award for passing HB 198 and her commitment to students, 
educators and parents. She is also a Member and Trustee at Bethel AME Church in Wilmington. Sherry is a Proud 
Member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, where she serves as the Co-chair of Statewide Connection. 
Sherry is married to her College Sweetheart, Dwight.

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES



Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand.
True to our God,
True to our native land.

Written by James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) in 1899

LIFT EVERY VOICE & SING



	Marvin Bell		   
Marvin V. Bell was born and raised in Wilmington, Delaware, and attended P.S. 
DuPont High School. He played basketball as a three-year letterman and a 
two-time starter and led P.S. to the 1971 championship game, losing to Milford 
High School in the finals. His additional accolades included being selected 
as a two-time First Team Flight B conference and leading the conference in 
scoring in 1971, averaging 20.6 points per game. He also was selected as 1st 
Team All-State and was fourth in the state in scoring averaging 19.6 points per 
game and was P.S. DuPont’s last 1st Team ALL-Stater.

At 6’4” and 153 pounds, he was versatile and played all five positions and was 
called upon to always guard the opposing team’s high scorer. He was selected 
as City Athlete of the Year by Wilmington Oldtimers Athletic Association as 
well as P.S. DuPont Athlete of the Year in 1971. He was also one of the seven 
members of the P.S. DuPont Cross Country Team which won the Division 2 state title in 1971. He was voted one of the 
top 15 (basketball) by DIAA and one of the first Delawareans to play in the Sonny Hill League in Philadelphia.

He attended Delaware State College and started as a freshman for one year before transferring to Baltimore City College 
in 1972, where he started as a point guard and received Region 19 JUCO honors. He completed his college career as a 
two-year starter at Wilmington College playing the guard and small forward position averaging over 18 points per game 
in 1973 and close to 20 points a game in 1974.  After college, he entered the United States Army and served for 22 years, 
retiring in 1997. He then worked for the El Paso, Texas, Sheriff’s Department, retiring in 2013. 

	William E. Billings
William E. Billings has had a remarkable career both as a player and as a 
highly successful college and high school football coach. In college at the 
University of Delaware, he was a letter winner and starter for the University of 
Delaware 1972 National Championship Team.

After college, he went to coach at James Madison University, Delaware State 
University and his alma mater, University of Delaware. After some college 
coaching, he moved to high school football coaching with Middleton High 
School, Seaford High School and Cape Henlopen High School in Delaware. 
During Coach Billings’ tenure at Delaware State University, 22 of his offensive 
players earned ALL-MEAC First Team honors, and he coached NFL Wide 
Receiver John Taylor, who played for the San Francisco 49ers.

Coach Billings still lives in Delaware with his wife Shelly and his two children.

Inductees
CLASS OF 2026



	Dexter L. Boney
Dexter Boney became the leading scorer in Delaware high school basketball 
history, a NCAA Division I college basketball star and the second Delaware
high school graduate to play in the National Basketball Association.

At Brandywine High School, he became the first men’s basketball player to be 
named First Team All-State in basketball three times. Dexter held the record for 
most points scored (2,358) over his high school career for 18 years. He led the 
state in scoring as a sophomore and a senior and was second in the state in 
scoring as a junior. He averaged 10 rebounds per game as a junior and senior. 
He led the Blue Hen Conference in scoring as a freshman.

At the University of Nevada Las Vegas, he was First Team All-Big West in 1993 
(with J.R. Rider, Bruce Bowen and Lucious Harris) after leading the team with 
70 steals. Over two years at UNLV, he averaged 15.1 points per game, five rebounds per game and two assists per game, 
leading the Running Rebels to the longest winning streak in the nation in 1992 and a 47-8 record over his two seasons, 
playing for Jerry Tarkanian and Rollie Massimino after staffing for two seasons at Hagerstown (Md.) Community College.

In his 10-year professional career, he was named the Most Valuable Player in the Continental Basketball Association 
and MVP of the CBA All-Star game for 1996-97, a season when he averaged over 21 points per game (4th ranked) and 
2.1 steals per game (3rd ranked) for the Florida Beach Dogs. Dexter played for several seasons overseas and in eight 
games for the Phoenix Suns in 1997, helping the team advance to the NBA Western Conference playoffs. In 2003, Sports 
Illustrated included him among its 50 Greatest Sports Figures from the state of Delaware. He was inducted into the 
Delaware Basketball Hall of Fame in 2009 and the Delaware Sports Museum Hall of Fame in 2019. 

	Karen Burroughs
Karen Burroughs, a highly accomplished softball player, has been dedicated 
to the sport since the age of 10, when she began playing baseball with her 
brothers and other local boys. Throughout her high school years, Karen 
had the privilege of playing on both the freshman and senior softball teams 
at Caesar Rodney High School. During this period, she honed her skills 
and excelled in almost every fielded position, although first base was her 
preferred spot. Upon joining the United States Marine Corps, Karen promptly 
became a member of the Marine Team and participated in intramural softball 
competitions. Her exceptional performance earned her recognition as the All 
Marine Player of the Year, and she subsequently won numerous first place 
awards with both teams. Karen continued her softball journey until the age of 
52, during which she remained a member of the Shonuf Team, an exclusively 
female squad. The Shonuf Team achieved remarkable success, consistently 



securing first place until their retirement. During her second duty station, Karen had the opportunity to engage in 
basketball with the Marine Corps Team, Cherry Point. Her team participated in matches with other duty stations and 
secured the title of Marine Team of the Year.

Later in Karen’s Marine Corps tenure, Karen became an Instructor at Camp Johnson, North Carolina, and Fort Lee, 
Virginia, where she taught Military Occupational Specialty (MOS). During this period, she volunteered as a coach for 
both softball and volleyball at each base. Karen and another instructor simultaneously served as both coach and 
player, while dedicating time to their students, ensuring their active participation and bolstering their morale through 
support and display of commitment.

	John I. Ingram
John Isreal Ingram, nickname Johnny “I”, was born and raised in Georgetown, 
Delaware. His sports career started at William C. Jason High School playing 
basketball and running track. John then transferred to Georgetown High School 
where he ran track and played football, basketball and baseball from 1968-1969. 
In 1969, he was selected to play in the Delaware Blue & Gold All Star game. After 
high school, John played at Delaware State College for two years. Today he lives 
in Covington, Georgia, as an ordained Elder with his wife and family.

	Mike Ingram
Michael Ingram began his track and field career at Milford High School (1972-
1974), where he set the boys’ pentathlon record at Tower Hill High School, 
surpassing the mark previously held by Billy “White Shoes” Johnson. He later 
placed second in the Region II Junior Olympic Decathlon, which earned him a 
spot in the National Championships.

At the University of Delaware (1975-1978), he quickly made an impact as a 
freshman by setting the school’s high jump record, leading the team in scoring 
and becoming only the second freshman in school history to be named MVP 
for a varsity sport. Over the course of his collegiate career, he set the school 
long jump record at 23’ 8.75’’, which stood for 15 years until 1992. He captured 
back-to-back conference long jump championships in 1977 and 1978, while 
also earning a second MVP award as a senior.

Consistently leading the Blue Hens in scoring throughout his four years, he was elected team captain in 1978 and 
guided Delaware to its first conference championship in many years. Today, he remains ranked among the program’s 
top five all-time performances in the long jump, high jump and triple jump. His career reflects both athletic excellence 
and leadership, securing his place among Delaware’s all-time greats.

Inductees
CLASS OF 2026



	Robin Johnson
Robin Johnson was the leading Delaware high school girls basketball scorer 
in 1975-76 and 1976-77. These were the first two seasons in which scoring 
for girls basketball was tabulated in the daily newspapers. Therefore, when 
she completed her career in 1977, her total of 746 points was the highest in 
recorded Delaware history.

In 1975-76, she played in 14 of P.S. DuPont High School’s 16 games, scoring 337 
points for a 21.1 average. The team went 8-8. In 1976-77, she played 16 of P.S. 
DuPont’s 17 games, scoring 409 points for a 25.6 average. The team was 7-10.

in 1975-76, she was voted Third Team All-state in a poll conducted by The 
Philadelphia Inquirer. She later at age 36 had a tryout in 1996 for the WNBA 
New York Liberty professional basketball team.

	Donna J. Polk
Donna Polk’s journey in athletics and leadership spans more than 30 years, 
shaped by her roots in Sussex County and her lifelong commitment to young 
people and underserved communities. A three‑sport standout at Sussex 
Central High School, she excelled in field hockey, basketball, and softball, 
earning multiple All‑Conference honors, All‑State recognition, and the title of 
Best Athlete by her senior class. She carried that competitive spirit into college, 
surpassing 1,000 career points in basketball and competing in both basketball 
and softball before spending two decades on the adult travel softball circuit.

Donna’s career evolved from athlete to coach to respected administrator, with 
leadership roles at Bowie High School and Indian River High School as a girls 
basketball coach, and at Columbia Union College and Bowie State University 
as both an athletic administrator and basketball coach. At Bowie State, she 
guided the Lady Bulldogs to back‑to‑back CIAA finals as head women’s 
basketball coach. Her influence extended beyond high school and collegiate athletics as she entered the nonprofit 
sector in 2023, all while continuing to operate her own business, which she founded in 2005.

From 2020 to 2023, Donna made history as the first female and first African American executive director of the 
Delaware Interscholastic Athletic Association (DIAA). Her tenure marked one of the most transformative periods 
in the organization’s history. She successfully guided high school sports through the COVID‑19 pandemic, led the 
development of DIAA’s first strategic plan, and oversaw a major restructuring of state athletic regulations. Donna 
modernized operations by introducing new digital platforms and launching DIAA’s redesigned website in 2021. She 
also advanced competitive equity by transitioning Delaware from a two‑division to a three‑tier classification system 



in football and expanded championship opportunities by moving state finals for softball, girls soccer, and lacrosse to 
university venues. In 2022, she championed the recognition of boys volleyball as a sponsored sport and supported the 
growth of girls wrestling as an emerging sport.

Donna’s leadership has been recognized statewide and nationally. She is a Sussex Central High School Hall of Fame 
inductee, a Title IX Delaware Trailblazer honored by the NFHS, and a two‑time selection as one of Delaware’s Most 
Influential People by Delaware Online. In April 2026, she returns to Maryland to continue her service in collegiate 
athletics as Associate Athletic Director at Coppin State University.

	James Pat Thornton    
James Patrick “Thunder” Thornton played football proudly at Delaware State 
College (DSC) from 1977 to 1981 and was also a member of the DSC baseball 
team in 1978 as a pitcher. He entered Delaware State College the summer of 
1977 as a walk-on and received a full football scholarship after making the 
team. During his freshman red shirt year, he was a member of the 1977 team 
that won their last seven regular season games and earned the Hornets their 
first bowl game (the Orange Blossom Classic) against Florida A&M. Over his 
career at DSC under three head coaches, he played seven positions — inside 
linebacker, safety, defensive tackle, nose tackle, tight end, fullback, and had 
a record-setting year at defensive end. After 45 seasons, he is still listed near 
the top in each of these categories: 19 tackles in one game, 4 sacks in another 
game, 11 sacks overall and 5 fumble recoveries in the 1981 season.

Pat tried out with the New Jersey Generals of the USFL and the Toronto Argonauts of the Canadian Football league.

Since his graduation, he has remained active in many capacities as an alumnus. He is one of the founding members 
of the DSC Legends, for which he holds the position of secretary and is on its Executive Committee. He has been the 
Master of Ceremonies and a special guest speaker at the DSC Legends Meet and Greets held before Homecoming 
each year. He was a recipient of a service award in 2021 at the DSC Legends Meet and Greet for hard work, dedication 
and contribution to the organization’s cause in support of athletics at Delaware State University. He has also remained 
very active and supportive of the football program including giving motivational speeches to the teams over the years.

He raised his four children in Dover with a successful career at Jamestown Painting company before landing a job as a 
warehouse supervisor at Playtex products in Dover.

Inductees
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	Arthur J. Turner

Arthur J. Turner Sr. was born and raised in Wilmington, Delaware. He began his 
running career at Warner Junior High School and continued at Wilmington High 
School, where as a freshman he joined the track team. At his first championship 
meet at the University of Delaware Fieldhouse, he introduced himself by 
winning the 60 yard dash, becoming the 1966 Indoor State Champion. From that 
day forward, his classmates called him “Turner the Burner.”

Art became an outstanding sprinter in the 60, 100, 220 and 440 yard sprints. 
He excelled not only as a runner, but as a responsible leader to his peers. One 
of Art’s best performances happened at the 1968 Penn Relays. Running the 
anchor leg of the mile relay, when he took the baton from the third leg, Art 
was already 15 yards behind the leaders so he ran them all down. The entire 
stadium stood to their feet encouraging and motivating him to take it to the 
finish line and he brought home the Gold Medal with his anchor leg clocked 
at 47.2. During that same year, Art became the New Castle County and State Triple Winner in the 100, 220 and 440 yard 
events and achieved victory again in the 220 and 440 yard races at the 1969 County Championships. 

Upon his graduation, Art accepted a full four-year scholarship with Livingstone College to study Political Science. After 
returning home, he decided to work with his father and help him to launch Turner Brothers Roofing Company. In 1972, Art 
married his wife Darlene and became the father of three wonderful children, and later went on to adopt twin daughters. 
Following the death of his oldest son, Arthur Jr., from a rare form of bone cancer (Osteogenic Sarcoma) at age 17, 
Wilmington’s West Center City Community Center 5K was renamed the Arthur J. Turner Jr. 5K as a tribute, and in 1997 the 
Arthur J. Turner Jr. Scholarship Foundation was established. The foundation successfully operated for 25 years under an 
education banner that hosted annual events and provided over 45 scholarship awards to high school seniors.

	Garcia Walker 
During his attendance at Milford High School from 1974 to 1977, Garcia “Gus” 
Walker participated in four years of football, four years of basketball, and was a 
varsity letterman in track and field for four years. He received varsity letters in 
basketball and football during his junior and senior years. 

Many Delawareans familiar with track and field consider the early 1970s the 
heyday of the sport in the state with fierce competition. In 1977, Gus was the 
conference and state champion in the 110-meter hurdles and the 300-meter 
intermediate hurdles. He was also the conference champion in the 200 meters 
(22.1), ran on a dirt track and still holds the school record. In 1975, he was a 
member of the 4X400 meter relay team that won at the Penn Relays.



Inductees
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After graduating from Milford High School in 1977, Gus competed in college track for three years — one year at Salisbury State University 
and two years at Delaware State University, participating in both high and intermediate hurdles, as well as sprinting events, earning varsity 
letters from both institutions. Following college, he served 10 years in the United States Air Force. Upon his honorable discharge, he began 
a career at his alma mater, Milford School District, serving tenures as the head track and field coach, head cross country coach, and head 
winter track coach, coaching several athletes to conference and state titles. After accepting the position as Assistant Principal at Milford 
Middle School, he had to retire from active coaching, but that did not stop him from building the program from the administrative level. 
He was able to reactivate a dormant program at Milford Middle that became a feeder program for Milford High. Gus retired in 2018 as a 
supervisor of the Lakeview Intensive Learning Center. 

Gus received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Delaware State University, two master’s degrees from Wilmington University, and a 
doctoral degree in educational leadership from Wilmington University, where he also became an adjunct professor. He and his wife, 
Lynae Walker, have three daughters, Shayla, Chelsea, and one son, Creighton. 

	Bradford J. Waples
Bradford Waples (Brad) was a crucial part of the Cape Henlopen High School track and field 
dynasty in the early 1970s. In 1971, Brad played a big part in Cape Henlopen being the first lower 
Delaware high school to win a State Championship in Track and Field. He won the quarter mile 
(44O yard) and ran the third leg on the winning mile relay team. He also ran the third leg of
Cape’s mile relay team that won at the Penn Relays.

It was Brad’s versatility that made him valuable to the team. In 1972, everyone thought that he 
would easily win the State Championship quarter mile (440 yard) in his senior year, but he took 
a different direction. Cape’s track team makeup was different in 1972; the coach needed Brad’s 
versatility in order to win another state championship and he delivered. In his senior year, he 
ran everything except the quarter mile (440 yard). His ability to run competitively in the sprints, 
middle distance and occasionally distance made him a valuable part of Cape’s track and field 
team. That year, he held Cape Henlopen School records in the 100 yard, 120 lower hurdles, 220 
yard, 440 yard and pole vault.

Brad received a track and field scholarship from the University of Maryland Eastern Shore. At UMES, he ran the quarter mile (440 yard), 
anchored the mile relay team and pole vaulted. In 1974, he was the Mid-Atlantic Champion in the quarter mile (440 yard) and anchored 
UMES’s mile relay team to victory at the Penn Relays.

After graduating from the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, he moved to Washington, DC, where he competed in All Comers meets, 
5Ks and marathons in the Washington area until his mid-thirties.



**Inducted Posthumously

PAST INDUCTEES

Class of 2025
	Clarence J. “Big Daddy” Bailey** – Football
	William P. “Stoney” Briggs Jr. – Baseball
	Robert “Bobby” Cale – Football
	Linwood “Bootsie” Cannon** – Baseball
	Monick Foote – Basketball
	John Hollis – Baseball Coach
	Bryant “Gene” Lake – Football
	Howard M. Laws – Track & Field
	Lillie Mapp – Basketball
	Fredric L. Minus – Trapshooting
	Wayne Newsome Sr. – Wrestling
	Dr. Freeman L. Williams – Basketball

Class of 2023
	James Alderman** – Football
	Ron Allen – Basketball Coach
	Len Chasanov – Basketball
	Carmen Hardcastle – Basketball
	Michael C. Harris – Football
	Charles Hope – Football
	Ron Milstead – Football
	Darin C. Park – Basketball
	Devin Park – Basketball
	Tamara Stoner – Track
	Marcus L. Trammell – Baseball
	Adolphus F. Ward “Dirk” – Track & Field 

Class of 2024
	Reginald R. Barnes – Football
	Raymond L. Bias – Softball
	Emanual L. Davis – Basketball
	Marcus G. Gillespie – Baseball
	Darryl L. Hicks – Football/Wrestling
	George Stanley Hicks** – Football
	Carlton J. Moss Sr. – Track & Field
	Kenneth I. Nocks Sr.** – Baseball
	Eugene B. Puckham** – Baseball
	Alfred Lee Reed – Track & Field/Football
	Samuel Lee Shepherd – Basketball
	John Wallace – Powerlifting

Class of 2022
	Carlton E. Adams, Sr. – Basketball
	Steven Timothy Davis – Football
	Jeffery L. Fleming – Football Official
	Charles A. Holley, Jr**. – Basketball
	Michael S. Irby** – Basketball
	Andre Matthews – Basketball
	LaTisha R. Moulds – Track
	David Snow – Basketball
	Emma J. Trammell – Basketball
	Vaughn M. Trammell – Track
	William H. West – Football 



Class of 2020
	Winfred T. Backus “Winnie” – Track & Field
	Nathan J. Evans – Basketball
	Vincent L. Garlick – Basketball
	Timothy M. Gray, Sr. – Football
	John C. Martin, Sr. – Track & Field Coach
	Wallace Jay Maull – Football/Track & Field
	Dana C. Roane – Basketball
	Hollis L. Smack, Jr. – Baseball/Basketball/
	 Cross Country
	Matthew H. Spence, Jr. – Basketball
	Stephanie Tolson-Scott – Basketball
	John Gregory Taylor – Football
	Chris H. Webb – Football/Basketball/
	 Track & Field

Class of 2018
	Bruce Edward Barrett – Football
	Anthony O. Brinkley, Jr. – Basketball
	Larry Bryant – Basketball Coach
	John Coveleski – Football Coach
	Robert L. Dixon – Baseball
	Theodore Gregory – Football
	Antoine C. Harrison – Basketball
	Wilbur R. Justice – Baseball
	George Koanovich – Football Coach
	Nathaniel Perry – Track & Field
	Courtland H. Thomas – Basketball
	Ulysses S. Washington – Basketball 

Class of 2016
	Dolan “Dusty” Blakey – Wrestling
	La Trica “Tris” Dendy – Track &Field
	Jamie Duncan – Football
	Connie M. Ellerbe-Washington – Track & Field
	Marshall Emery** – Basketball
	Coach Jeffrey “Jeff” Johnson – Basketball Coach
	Robert F. “Bob” Neylan – Track & Field Coach
	Norman N. Poole – Sports Statistician
	Carlene A. Radhovani – Basketball
	Wesley A. Ridgeway – Track & Field
	Allen “Duffy” Samuels – Basketball
	Nina Y. Savage – Track & Field

Class of 2019
	Mary (Jean) Avery – Cheerleader
	Coach Purnell Ayers – Basketball
	Jay “J-Bird” Faulkner – Football
	Alonzo Frisby – Wrestling
	Preston E. Grace – Football Coach
	Theresa Hudson-Braxton – Track & Field
	Andrew L. Miles – Basketball
	Juanita Parker – Softball Coach
	Wilbert L. Ransburg – Basketball
	Clarence L. Saunders – Football
	Burton A. Watson, Jr. – Basketball
	Markishia C. Wise – Basketball 

Class of 2017
	Henry L. Boss, Jr. – Track & Field
	Andria M. Bynum – Volleyball
	Bilal A. El – Boxing
	William C. Falasco – Basketball Coach
	Clarence P. Giles
	Spencer N. Henry – Track & Field
	Claude W. McCrea – Track & Field
	Michael Miller, Sr. – Basketball
	Donald E. Polk, Jr. – Basketball Official
	Dr. Richard A. Seyler – Horseshoes
	Charles E. Wilson – Basketball
	Benjamin Wiltbank – Baseball 

Class of 2015
	Richard A. Cephas – Track & Field
	Ron Dickerson – Football Coach
	Carl D. Fennell – Tennis Coach
	Charles Garrison – Basketball Official
	Bruce Harris – Track & Field
	Garland R. Hayward – Basketball Coach
	Gerald Kobasa – Basketball
	Coach Derrick “Brant” May – Baseball
	Bradford E. Morris – Track & Field
	Alaric C. “Chris” Shelton – Basketball
	James Douglas “Jay” Thomas – Basketball
	Paulette Tyler – Basketball Coach

**Inducted Posthumously

PAST INDUCTEES



Class of 2014
	George Banks III – Bowling
	William L. Coursey – Football
	Emory L. Howell – Track & Field
	Gilbert H. “Slew” Jackson, Jr.** – 
	 Administrator
	Gilbert H. Jackson III – Basketball Coach
	Bernard Francis Johnson – Football
	Robert C. Johnson – Basketball
	Gregory C. McNeill – Basketball Coach
	Margo L. Morris – Softball Coach
	Mark P. Sills – Basketball Administrator
	Joseph Franklin Todd – Football

Class of 2012
	Earnest L. Anderson – Track & Field Coach
	Robert L. Brown – Basketball
	Harry J. Crapper – Baseball
	Purnell Griffin – Basketball Coach
	Will J. Hall, Sr. – Bowling
	Marlene L. Haman – Basketball
	William C. Moore – Track & Field
	Perry Reese – Football
	L. Benjamin Sirman, Jr. – Athletic 
	 Administrator
	Alphonso R. Stevenson, Jr. – Football
	Wesley C. Townsend – Basketball
	Samuel A. Wylie – Basketball Official

Class of 2010
	Ned Brown, Jr. – Track & Field
	Franklin Chandler, Sr. – Baseball
	Joel Coppadge – Basketball
	Bobbie Dillard – Basketball
	Marianna Freeman – Basketball
	Charles Gibbs - Track & Field
	Major Hairston – Baseball
	Earvin Kelley – Baseball
	Charles Rayne – Basketball
	William Simmons – Bowling
	William Wilson – Horseshoes

Class of 2013
	Ralph F. Baird – Basketball Coach
	Anthony O. Brinkley – Basketball
	Donald Lee Johnson – Football
	Richard E. Morris – Basketball
	Coach Shirley E. Riley – Softball
	Cora E. Robinson – Basketball
	Charles A. Shelton – Basketball Official
	Richard E. “Dicky” Simmons – Basketball
	Robert E. Taylor** – Karate
	George W. Teague Jr. – Horse Racing
	Michael A. Thomas – Basketball
	Robert P. “Host” Vanderhost – Basketball 

Class of 2011
	James L. Bell – Swimming Coach
	Michael E. Brown – Football
	Robert Burke – Bowling
	Dwayne A. Henry – Baseball
	Albert E. Horne – Basketball
	William J. “Judy” Johnson – Baseball
	Norman M. Oliver – Basketball Administrator
	Hollis L. Smack – Football
	James H. Solomon, Jr. – Track & Field
	Jimmie Strong – Football
	James E. Weal – Track & Field 

Class of 2009
	Nathan W. Beasley – Football
	John L. Bishop – Basketball
	Joseph W. Burden – Track & Field Coach
	Roddie W. Byers – Sports Official
	Terri A. Dendy – Track & Field
	Dr. Marvin K. Hackett – Track & Field Coach
	Reggie Lacefield – Basketball
	Raymond L. Moore – Baseball
	Jerome Pinkett – Football
	Linda T. Porter – Track & Field
	Eugene Thompson – Basketball Coach
	Timothy Wilson – Football

**Inducted Posthumously

PAST INDUCTEES



Class of 2008
	Alex B. Becton – Tennis
	Bernice Wesley Benjamin – Basketball
	John H. Harris – Horseshoes
	Steve E. Jarmon, Sr. – Baseball
	John L. Land – Football
	Orlando J. McDowell – Tennis
	William L. Murray – Football
	Walter L. Owens – Football
	Ronald F. Whittington – Football
	James W. Young - Track & Field Coach

Class of 2006
	William F. Bordley – Wrestling
	Louis T. Brummell, Sr. – Baseball
	Clinton O. Burke – Wrestling
	Willard A. Cephas – Karate
	Donald W. Haman – Basketball
	Kenneth B. Hynson – Basketball
	Charles J. Laws – Baseball
	Maynard L. Miles – Baseball
	Edward M. Taylor – Sports Official

Class of 2004
	Michael K. Brown – Football
	William W. Collick – Football Coach
	Dr. Elsie M. Collins – Basketball
	Bennie “Catfish” George – Basketball Coach
	Michael Hall – Weightlifter
	A. Morgan Little – Football
	Arthur M. Madric – Track & Field
	David I. May – Baseball
	Yolanda Parrish-Poindexter
	Pedro M. Swann, Sr. – Baseball
	Dr. Ulysses Washington, Jr. – Football Coach

Class of 2007
	James S. Allen – Basketball
	Corey M. Ferrell, Sr. – Weightlifter
	Dr. George R. Kent – Officiating
	Willis J. Matthews – Baseball
	Lennell Shepherd, Sr. – Weightlifter
	Charles E. Smith – Basketball
	Robert S. Tucker – Football

Class of 2005
	Lanny D. Butler – Football
	Theopalis K. Gregory – Football
	Andrew E. Haman – Baseball
	Robert E. Henry – Baseball Coach
	Clemon L. Jordan, Jr. – Baseball
	Maurice Pritchett – Basketball
	Joseph J. Purzycki – Football Coach
	Ronald M. Robinson – Baseball
	David R. Sauls - Track & Field
	Nathaniel B. Speaks – Baseball
	Thomas I. Stevens – Track & Field 

Class of 2003
	Charles W. Bell – Track & Field
	Charles F. Brown – Basketball
	Donald J. Evans – Baseball Player
	Gary W. Hayman – Football
	Wilbert Lee Moorer – Bowling
	S. Lowan Pitts – Basketball
	Bernard A. Pinkett – Football
	Earl P. Roles – Football
	Richard J. Saunders – Football

**Inducted Posthumously

PAST INDUCTEES



**Inducted Posthumously

PAST INDUCTEES

Class of 2002
	Belasco Jackson “Jack” Bossard – Baseball
	Kenneth S. Hall – Football
	Dr. James C. Hardcastle – Basketball 
	 Coach
	Gwendolyn Harris – Track & Field
	Robert King – Track & Field Coach
	Robert Burton Maull – Baseball
	Thomas Rodney Mifflin – Baseball
	Father James V. O’Neill – Football
	Dr. Robert Milton Pearcy – Football
	James Howard Solomon – Track & Field

Class of 2000
	Delores F. Blakey – Basketball
	Franklin P. Fountain – Baseball Coach
	Joseph Theophilus “Theo” Hicks – Track & Field
	Stanley B. Hicks – Baseball
	Nathan S. “Doc” Hill – Football
	Fred Mason – Baseball
	Wilbert “Bunny” Miller – Baseball
	Millard A. (Steamy) Naylor – Football
	Julia E. Nelson – Bowling
	John Oates, Jr. – Baseball
	Harry Scott – Basketball
	George H. P. Smith – Baseball

Class of 2001
	Anthony E. Anderson – Football
	Donald A. Blakey – Basketball Coach
	Edward Loper, Sr. – Football
	Lenox Lacy Jackson – Football
	Sabrina Leonard-Shelton – Basketball
	Hilda Norwood – Basketball
	Rev. Conrad F. Riley, Jr.
	Carrie P. Russell – Basketball Coach
	Robert Smith – Football
	Barbara A. Washam – Swimming
	George C. Wright, Jr. – Baseball

Class of 1999
	William James Dixon – Baseball
	Arthur Fauntleroy – Football
	William Gibbs – Track & Field
	Howard “Toots” Farrell – Baseball
	Clifton Lewis – Football
	John Wesley Pitts – Baseball
	Harvey W. Riley – Baseball
	Howard E. Smack, Sr. – Baseball
	Ann Holden Thompson – Basketball
	Cardonsal C. Walters – Baseball
	Fletcher A. Wilson – Boxing Administrator



The 1979-80 Indian River High School Boys Basketball 
Team possibly was the deepest state champion, with 
eight players scoring 80 or more points and averaging 
4.7 or more points per game.

	Charles Rayne – 428 points, 21.4 per game – 
	 3rd in the state
	Matt Spence – 239 points – 12.6 average
	Juan Mitchell – 164 points – 8.6 average
	Kevin Garrison – 127 points – 6.7 average
	Bryan Tindley – 104 points – 6.1 average
	Cepeda Whaley – 120 points – 6.0 average
	Chris Shelton – 87 points – 4.8 average
	Jose Turlington – 84 points – 4.7 average

Indian River won 15 straight after a 2-point loss to James 
M. Bennett in December. The team won 12 games by 20 
or more points and eight games by 30 or more points. It 
doubled its opponent’s score three times — with all 13 
players getting significant minutes.

Rayne was injured late in the season — a strained 
muscle in his right leg caused him to miss almost all of 
the Henlopen Conference championship game against 
Cape Henlopen. Indian River beat Cape, 87-65, in the 
regular season but lost the championship game.

He missed most of the first game of the tournament. 
Spence (23 points) led Indian River over Dwayne Henry 
and Middletown. Rayne was in street clothes during 

the first half. When Indian River lost its big lead, Rayne 
entered with 9 minutes left. Garrison missed the game 
with a dislocated finger.

He was still limping in the 3-point quarterfinal victory 
over St. Mark’s. Mitchell led with 18 points. Garrison 
recovered from his injury with 15 points.

Coming upstate for the semifinal at the St. Mark’s gym, 
Indian River came from behind — a 13-point deficit in 
the first half, 9 points behind after three quarters — to 
defeat top-ranked Concord (with all-state players 
Charlie Smith, Gerard Hackett and Virgil Robertson). 
Rayne could only play part of the game. Spence, 
Mitchell, Garrison and Tindley all scored in double 
figures. Mike Bibbins came off the bench for a key steal 
and basket in the fourth quarter rally.

In the State Championship game against Cape, Rayne, 
who had only played 20 minutes total over the previous 
two weeks, played 26 minutes, leading both teams 
with nine rebounds. The Philadelphia Inquirer said, “He 
limped often, except when a play came his way.” Spence 
led with 17 points, plus eight rebounds. Howard Smack 
led the Indian River cheering section in headdress.

After Cape came from a 44-33 deficit, Indian River won, 
66-65, the difference coming on foul shots. In the last 70 
seconds, Shelton was 4-for-4 and Mitchell made two for 
the final margin.

Boys Basketball Team
1980 INDIAN RIVER HIGH SCHOOL



The 1980-81 Indian River High School Boys Basketball 
Team finished 22-3 and won the Henlopen Conference 
Southern Division for the eighth straight year and its 
second consecutive state title.

Charles Rayne was First Team All-State for the second 
straight year after also achieving that recognition as a 
junior. He was Second Team All-State as a sophomore. 
As a senior, Rayne averaged 18 points, 14 rebounds, 4.2 
assists and 2.2 blocked shots per game.

Matt Spence was selected for the Blue-Gold All-Star 
Game.

Other starters were Chris Shelton, Kevin Garrison and 
Jose Turlington. Donald Sturgis, also an All-State Football 
player, was the sixth man. Rudy Thomas, Nikita Farlow 
and Darnell Phillips were other key reserves.

Shelton led all with 20 points in Indian River’s 48-47 
State Championship victory over Howard. Garrison’s 
free throw with 52 seconds left clinched the State 

Championship. Rayne led everyone with 15 rebounds in 
the game.

Indian River won the Salisbury Christmas Tournament. 
Rayne had 15 points and Turlington had 19.

Rayne reached the State Championship game three 
times. Each time, he led Indian River past Concord in the 
semifinals. He had 11 rebounds against Wilmington High 
in his first championship game when he was a ninth-
grader in 1978.

In the 1980 championship game against Cape Henlopen, 
an injured Rayne played 26 minutes after playing less 
than 20 minutes the previous 2½ weeks. He grabbed 
the game-saving rebound as time ran out in the 66-65 
victory. Spence had 17 points and eight rebounds. In 
the final minute, Shelton made all four foul shots and 
Juan Mitchell the final two free throws. In the semifinal, 
Indian River overcame a 13-point deficit against 
Concord.

Boys Basketball Team
1981 INDIAN RIVER HIGH SCHOOL

Downstate Dominance

The 14th State Championship game was the first with an all-downstate final. From 1975 through 1981, eight of the 
14 teams to play in the title game — and 12 of the 28 in the Final Four — were from the Henlopen Conference.



		 New Castle County
	 	 Female:  ZaMylah Seda-Owens | St. Elizabeth High School
	 	 Male:   Zy’rin Lee Smack | Sanford School

		 Kent County
	 	 Female:  Gabriella Charles | Smyrna High School
	 	 Male:  Jacob Kaminski | Smyrna High School

		 Sussex County
	 	 Female:  Katya Geyer | Sussex Academy
	 	 Male:  Osiah Kelley | Sussex Central High School

$1,200 EACH

Scholarship Awards
2026 DAASHOF

		 New Castle County
	 	 Female:  Kayla Riley | St. Georges Technical School
	 	 Male:   A’myre Stewart Caseres | Howard High School of Technology

		 Kent County
	 	 Female:  Marshay Brown | Early College School at Delaware State University
	 	 Male:  Chase Sullivan | Smyrna High School

		 Sussex County
	 	 Female:  Eva Elliott | Delmarva Christian High School
	 	 Male:  Vincent Evans III | Seaford High School

Senior Athlete Winners
2026 DAASHOF



	Wendy Allen Hanner
	In Loving Memory: Anthony (Tony) Allen
	In Loving Memory: David Allen
	In Loving Memory: Carlton W. Allen

	In Loving Memory: Alfred and Frances Allen
	Cicely Harmon-Everson and Family
	Wardell and Gloria Harmon

	Waynne, Dana and Daniel Paskins

	K.J. Benjamin
	Lola Williams
	Jacqueline A. Marshall
	Gemayel Phifer
	Erik Reeves
	Dianne Washington
	Steve Martin
	Dorene Hopkins
	Franchon Beeks
	Na’ees Beeks

	Allison Williams
	Barbara Williams
	John Thornton
	Tom Thornton
	Amy Thornton
	Jennifer Jensen
	Rick Jensen

	Jessica Czerwinski
	Andrew Czerwinski
	Jim Thornton
	Alex Thornton
	Jade Esquivel
	Alex Esquivel
	Mark Johnson
	Judy Johnson
	Tom Troutman
	Walt Samuels
	Charles Beekman
	Valerie Beekman
	Jerry Lawrence
	Mike Sampere

	Pam Banks	
	George Banks	
	Towanda Brown	
	Victoria Hall	
	Jackculyn Hill	
	Debbie Hood	
	Lisa Hood	
	Martina McMillon	
	Dontoya Neal	
	Brian Polk	
	Beverly Trammell	
	Emma Trammell	
	Jeff Hood
	Jadyn Polk

PATRONS







1971 P.S Dupont H.S 
CROSS COUNTRY STATE 
CHAMPS. CONGRATULATES 
ONE OF OUR RUNNERS: 
               Marvin Bell 
On his induction into the 2026 
Delaware Afro American Sports 
Hall Of Fame. Outstanding 
Achievement for a special person. 

Runners: 
Howard Govens    
Greg Harris 
George Dryden 
James Haile 
Marvin Bell 
Edward Mayfield 
John Guy  
Ernie Watson 
Bobby Ward 
Art Cunningham 
Gregory Caroll 
 



       Congratulations Marvin on your induction into the Delaware Afro 
       American  Sports Hall Of Fame. Your hard work, life choices and   
       competitive resiliency in all you do. Have once paid  off again.  
       Proud of you  and the great husband that you are. Continue to  
       trust God who had laid the foundation for you and your journey. 
       Proud of you. Absolutely Proud of you.    Love You 
                                                                                 Wife Lilly           
        



SPORTSMAN ASSOCIATION 
                                       

                                               Prices Run Original s 

CONGRATULATES MARVIN BELL 
ON HIS INDUCTION INTO 
THE 2026 
CLASS OF THE DELAWARE 
AFRO 
AMERICAN SPORTS HALL 

OF FAME. Well Deserved 

President: Jerome Saunders 
Vice President: Dr Alton Williams 
Secretary: Howard Govens 
Under Secretary: Val Simpson 
Treasurer: Clinton Tymes 
Executive Board Members: 
Bobbie Dillard 
Ty Butler 
Jack Booker 
 
 



The El Paso County Sheriff”s Department 

   El Paso County Sheriff”s Association 

                    El Paso, Texas  

             

Congratulations is in order for retired deputy Sergeant   

and Texas Law Enforcement Instructor Marvin Bell for 

his outstanding accomplishment of being inducted into 

the Delaware Afro American Sports Hall of Fame. We  

certainly do remember your basketball and coaching 

skills within the department and city of El Paso as well  

as Fort Bliss, Tx. Once again congratulations on this  

well deserved achievement 

 

                                                     Brian Houston 

                                                      EPSOA 

  



 
  

         Congratulations Marvin on your monumental induction into the Delaware 
       Afro American Sports Hall of Fame. I am a proud mom of all your life  
       Achievements. Whether it was your basketball skills in high school and 
       College or your 22 years of military service. Or your exemplary career 
       As a Sheriff in El Paso, Tx. Stay embedded in God and continue to keep 
       the  faith.  You are  our MVP 
       Love You Mom and family 





Celebrating Greatness on and Off the Track 
Dr. Garcia Walker 

    

 

With a heart full of pride and gratitude, I celebrate an extraordinary achievement—your 
induction into the Sports Hall of Fame at Delaware State University. 

Your dedication, discipline, and passion for track and field have not only earned you records and 
recognition, but they have also inspired everyone who has had the privilege of watching your 
journey. This honor is a testament to the countless early mornings, long practices, and 
unwavering commitment you gave to your sport and to excellence. 

More than the medals and accolades, I am proud of the man you are—your humility, your 
perseverance, and the way you continue to lead by example. You have always been a champion 
in my eyes, and now the world gets to celebrate what I have always known. 

Congratulations on this well-deserved recognition. Your legacy will continue to run far beyond 
the finish line. 

With all my love and admiration, 
Your proud wife,  
Dr. Lynae Walker 
 



CELEBRATING GREATNESS
DR. GARCIA WALKER

   WITH A HEART FULL OF PRIDE AND GRATITUDE, I CELEBRATE AN
EXTRAORDINARY ACHIEVEMENT—YOUR INDUCTION INTO THE

DELAWARE AFRO-AMERICAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME, INC.

YOUR DEDICATION, DISCIPLINE, AND PASSION FOR TRACK AND
FIELD HAVE NOT ONLY EARNED YOU RECORDS AND RECOGNITION,

BUT THEY HAVE ALSO INSPIRED EVERYONE WHO HAS HAD THE
PRIVILEGE OF WATCHING YOUR JOURNEY. 

MORE THAN THE MEDALS AND ACCOLADES, I AM PROUD OF THE
MAN YOU ARE—YOUR HUMILITY, YOUR PERSEVERANCE, AND THE

WAY YOU CONTINUE TO LEAD BY EXAMPLE.

CONGRATULATIONS ON THIS WELL-DESERVED RECOGNITION!

YOUR PROUD WIFE, 
DR. LYNAE WALKER

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!









Congratulations
We are excited to celebrate your induction into

the Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame.

From your family: Mildred Polk, Carlene
Albury Radhouani, Donald E. Polk, Jr. and

Brian Polk

Donna Polk











CINEFOCUS	&	MEDIA	
PRODUCTIONS	

Bringing	Stories	to	Life	Through	Film	&	Video	

Congratulations	

Michael	K.	Ingram	Sr.	
2026	Inductee	–	Delaware	Afro-American	Sports	Hall	of	Fame	

	

	

Commercial	Production	 Event	Coverage	 Drone	Cinematography	 Documentary	
Production	

TV	Commercials	
Online	Ads	

Product	Demonstrations	
Brand	Films	

Corporate	Events	
Weddings	

Festivals	&	Concerts	
Live	Streaming	

Aerial	Video	
Real	Estate	Tours	

Construction	Inspections	
Event	Coverage	

Short	Documentaries	
Feature-Length	Films	
Biographical	Films	

Social	Stories	

Creative	•	Professional	•	Cinematic	Storytelling	

www.cinefocusmedia.net	





ELITE RENOVATIONS LLC 

Proudly Honors 

MICHAEL K. INGRAM Sr. 

2026 Inductee – Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame, Inc. 

 

Celebrating excellence, legacy, and inspiration in athletics. 

 

ELITE RENOVATIONS: Serving New Castle County, DE 

Remodeling • Kitchens • Baths •  Flooring • Carpentry • Repairs 

EliterenovationsLLCO1@gmail.com     Phone: (302) 585-6801 











The Delaware Sports Museum & Hall of Fame
Congratulates Tonight’s Inductees into the

Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame Inc. 

We cordially invite you to attend our 50th Annual DSMHOF 
Induction Banquet on May 28, 2026 at the Chase Center 

on the Wilmington Riverfront as we honor:
Patrick Castagno (track & field) • Jamie Duncan (football) • 

Bryheem Hancock (soccer) • Harold Hoch (baseball) • 
Andrew Gemmell (swimming) • Bruce Gemmell (swimming) • 

Adele Mears (field hockey) • Laura Taylor (softball) • Seth van Neerden (swimming) •
Debbie Windett (coaching/administration)

For banquet tickets: www.desports.org/events or click on QR code below
Visit our museum located at Frawley Stadium 

(Free Admission) and consider becoming a DSMHOF member!

Delaware Sports Museum & Hall of Fame
801 Shipyard Drive, Wilmington, Del. 19801 • 302-425-3263 • desports@desports.org





Worshipful Master 
Courtland Suggs

Honorable Everett Lewis, Jr., 31  Most Worshipful Grand Masterst



Congratulations Arthur J. Turner, Sr.



Well deserved for his unparalleled work as  
offensive coordinator at Delaware State University  

and Cape Henlopen High School.

THANKS FROM
Bill Collick

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
Coach William E. (Herky) Billings  

for his Induction into the  
Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame



Congratulations to Coach Herky Billings  

on your well deserved induction to the  

Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame.

Your focus and attention to detail created  

a winning culture at DSU – on the field and in  

the hearts of the young men you coached.

Your induction this evening is the “right call.”  

We are so proud of you!

Shelly Billings

Abby Billings

Jesse, Alexa and Stella Billings

Right Call



Congratulations to
Coach Billings and Family  

for a Great Career!

Over 40 years of Successful Auction Sales,
Real Estate, Personal Property, Autos,  

Commercial and Restaurant Equipment

“We Bring Buyer & Seller Together”

Day: 302-227-1433   Cell: 302-542-5026   Fax: 302-227-3946

Wm. D. Emmert, Pres.



DONNA POLK 
2026 Inductee

The Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame

CongratulationsCongratulations



  UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
It brings immense joy to congratulate GYSGT Karen Burroughs on her selection as a member of 
the Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame for the year 2026. 

Karen Burroughs a retired USMC, embodies the qualities of Women Marines.  Her remarkable 
mental and physical resilience, coupled with strict discipline and unwavering dedication, enable 
her to meet the same rigorous training standards as her male couterparts.  Recognized as a 
force multiplier, she demonstrates exceptional leadership, adaptability, and teamwork in diverse 
roles, including combat, tactical operations, and her unwavering passion for the game, 
regardless of the sport. 

Beyond playing with her local community softball team, Shonuf, Karen’s love for the game 
extended to playing for Marine Intramural teams stationed at various bases.  Her dedication and 
skill ultimately led her to be selected for the All Marine Softball Team, a team that completes 
against all branches of the military as part of the MCCS Semper Fit All Marine Sports Program. 

In softball, Karen held various positions, including shortstop, first base, and outfield (left and 
center).  She and other Marines from different bases traveled to Camp Lejeune, N.C. and Marine 
Corps Base, Camp Pendelton for tryouts. These locations served as the starting point for the 
training and selection process for the All Marines Softball Team. This was the turning point that 
led to her being selected for the All-Marine Female that led to her being selected for the All-
Marine Female’s Softball Team multiple times.  Throughout her career, Karen continued to excel 
as a Marine and an exceptional softball player. Her confidence, discipline, and dedication as a 
Marine, Single Parent, and commitment to sports were truly remarkable.  She consistently set 
goals for herself and her team.  

 Karen’s expertise in softball was exceptional.  Not only did she play the game, but she coached it 
by mentoring young Marines to be inspired. Her highest achievement was being selected by 
Headquarters Marine Corps to represent in the All Service Team.  This award couldn't have been 
given to a more deserving individual. Congratulations! 

 

Semper Fi! 

 

MGYSGT Sharon Garcia, and family                                                  



 
 

 

 

     
                                                 

 

                     

      ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS AS AN HONOR DELAWARE  

               AFRO-AMERICAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME!  

                       YOU HAVE MADE US ALL PROUD   

 

LOVE YOUR MOM ­ BARBARA WILLIAMS, YOUR SISTER ­ IRIS 

BOWERS, YOUR NEPHEW - JOHNATHAN BOWERS, HIS DAUGHTER 

- MAYA BOWERS 



 

 

 

Congratulations to Coach Herky Billings on your well-
deserved induction into the Delaware Afro-American 
Sports Hall of Fame, Inc. This honor is a testament to your 
dedication and achievements. 

Your focus and diligence created a winning culture at 
Delaware State University on the field and in the hearts of 
the young men you coached. 

Your induction tonight is the right decision. 

We are so proud of you! 

Shelly Billings 

Abby Billings 

Jesse, Alexa and Stella Billings 



* Life Member 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Bro. Dr. Garcia “Gus” Walker 

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 
 

Delta Gamma Sigma Chapter 
 

On Your Induction into the 
 

The Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame, Inc. (DAASHOF) 
 

The Brothers of DGS Chapter Honors a Champion  

                                                     
 

Today we celebrate not only an extraordinary athlete, but a man whose life exemplifies the very best of Track & Field: 
discipline, determination, and devotion to others. From blazing starts to powerful finishes, Bro. Dr. Gus Walker ran 
with excellence earning respect from teammates and competitors alike, and inspiring fans with every stride. His 
accomplishments on the track earned him medals and headlines; his character earned him a lasting legacy. 

Beyond personal victories, Gus has devoted decades to coaching, teaching, and mentoring young people — 
translating the lessons of the sport into tools for life. He taught athletes how to train harder, how to persevere 
through setbacks, and how to pursue success with humility. Countless student‑‑athletes have benefited from his 
guidance, and entire communities have been uplifted by his commitment to service. 

This Hall of Fame induction honors a career marked by peak performance and a lifetime defined by leadership. We 
celebrate the records that challenged a generation and the quiet, steady work that changed lives. Bro. Dr. Gus 
Walker’s influence reaches far past finish lines — it lives on in the athletes he shaped, the colleagues he inspired, and 
the example he set for integrity and excellence. 

Officers 
 

President …………………Julius Williams, Jr. 
1st Vice President ………..Milt Alexander, Jr. 
2nd Vice President ……….Shawn Hampton 
Treasurer …………………Kendall Harris * 
Recording Secretary ……Sigma AI   

Parliamentarian ………….Robert Sanders*  
Sgt. At-Arms ……………..John Allen, Jr.* 
Chaplain ………………….Dr Garcia Walker*  
Historian  …………………Deweese Davis    
Imm Past President  …….Charles Gibson

 



Congratulations
 to the inductees of the

Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame Inc.
from the Miracle Temple Holy Church Ministries Inc. family!

This momentous occasion honors the achievements and legacies of individuals 
who have made a significant impact on the sports world and paved the way for 

future generations. Your dedication, excellence, and commitment to greatness are 
an inspiration to us all.

We commend you for your extraordinary contributions. May your journeys continue 
to be filled with success and fulfillment, and may you always be reminded of the 

power of perseverance and faith.

Blessings,

Apostle Sylvia J. Stoner, Pastor
Miracle Temple Holy Church Ministries, Inc.

504 E. 11th Street, Wilmington, DE

“Empowering the Community Through Faith & Service”









 JJoohhnn  WWeesslleeyy  AAMMEE  CChhuurrcchh  DDeelliivveerraannccee  CCeenntteerr  
  

Celebrating Excellence 

DDrr..  GGaarrcciiaa  ““GGuuss””  WWaallkkeerr  

DDeellaawwaarree  AAffrroo--AAmmeerriiccaann  SSppoorrttss  HHaallll  ooff  FFaammee  
IInndduucctteeee  

 

Your championship spirit on the track and your joyful presence in our church inspire us all.  
“JW” is proud of you! Congratulations!!!    

Record-setter, Champion, Cherished Member of our Church Family. 

We celebrate you today and always 
 

Your John Wesley Church Family 
 

Rev. Dr. Maxine L. Johnson, Pastor 
Ministerial Staff, Officers and Members 

  

“I don’t know about you, but I’m running hard for the finish line.  I’m giving it everything I’ve got. 
No lazy living for me…” 1 Corinthians 9:26 MSG 



 CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo  OOuurr  BBrrootthheerr  

Dr. Garcia “Gus” Walker 

Congratulations Gus on your induction into the Delaware Afro American Sports Hall of Fame.  
Your dedication and excellence have made us proud every step of the way.  We know that 
Heaven is smiling down on you!  

Our Brother. Our Champion. Our Pride 
  

  
Love, 

DDeebbbbiiee,,  TTeerreessssaa,,  VVaanneessssaa  aanndd  OOssccaarr  
  



 Injectables: Botox + dermal fillers for elegant
enhancement
 Microneedling: including microneedling with
PRP-for skin rejuvenation, texture smoothing,  hair
restoration
 Laser Treatments: We use- Aerolase Neo - safe and
effective  for all skin types treat dark spot, acne,
acne scarring,  wrinkles and fine lines, hair
removal, and more!
 Chemical Peels & Skincare: Medical-grade peels
and topical regimens to treat acne,
hyperpigmentation, and uneven tone

 Wellness Services
 IV hydration therapy + weight management
programs in our luxury wellness lounge

📍📍 482 Middletown Warwick
Rd, Middletown, DE

📲📲 Call/Text: 302-203-9772

💻💻 Book Now:
www.beauteenhancedmedspa.
com

📸📸 Follow:
@beauteenhancedmedspa

At Beaute Enhanced
MedSpa, our mission is
simple: deliver
advanced, medical-
grade aesthetics
tailored to you.

Venicia Neale, Board-Certified Nurse Practitioner
16+ years of clinical nursing experience and 20+ years in the
beauty industry

Founder/CEO

Signature Services 

USE CODE: Turner 26 - 15% Off  cannot be
combined with other offers. 

ABOUT US 

Beaute
Enhanced
Medspa 
Medical Aesthetics &  Wellness 

Skin of Color
Specialist

Congratulations to Arthur Turner from the Beaute Enhanced team!





 

August 1st ~ 30th  

Remembering our founder, 
Rev. Peter Spencer  

and celebrating more than  
200 years with Rich History, 

Education, Family and 
Community 

• August 1, 2026 -- Mother Daughter Brunch 
August 23, 2026 – Opening Worship Service 
August 23, 2026 – Wreath Laying Ceremony 
August 27, 2026 – Revival Worship Service 
August 29, 2026 – Youth Gospel Explosion 
August 30, 2026 – Worship Service and Big Quarterly Celebration in the Park 
with music, headliners, choir’s, children’s area, education, food, fun and more. 

The Legacy Continues…  
 
 
 
 
 

 Festival Committee, Inc.  
  P.O. Box 2719  

Wilmington, Delaware 19805  
 

Join us for a Historical Festival  

 Celebration   

 
 
 
 

 CELEBRATING   

212 YEARS OF   

 RELIGIOUS  

  FREEDOM
 

  

 
 

 

 
Website:   

www.augustquarterly.org  
 

 Email:  
augustquarterlyfestival@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  

Delaware Afro-American  
Sports Hall of Fame, Inc.    

on  
“27 years”  

and best wishes to  
all Inductees 

  
  
    
  

  

 



Become a Member!
Visit www.daashof.org to learn more about the Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame Inc. 

or fill out a Membership Application.

Special Thanks
Special thanks to Charles Chuck Durante for his support

with the 27th Annual Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame Inc. banquet.

Scan for info 
about DAASHOF



Congratulations Coach Herky Billings

on your induction into The Hall of Fame 

(DAASHOF).

Well done!!!

CONGRATULATIONS TO HERKY BILLINGS ON HIS INDUCTION TO THE Delaware Afro-
American Sports Hall of Fame, Inc. (DAASHOF)! Herky Billings is recognized for his 
outstanding achievements in football and his dedication to mentoring young athletes, 
which contributed to this well-deserved honor. 

                                                           

 

 

NICOLA PIZZA 
 

 



 

Congratulations to Coach Herky Billings on your well-
deserved induction into the Delaware Afro-American 
Sports Hall of Fame, Inc. (DAASHOF) Well done. 

We are proud of you! 

Bunny and Wayne Steele 



Congratulations!

Recognized by the Delaware Afro
American Sports Hall of Fame,

Inc. for outstanding athletic
achievement in Field & Track. 

We are so proud of you!

Arthur J. Turner

ONGRATULATIONS

With my endless love, 

Deborah Waples

On your induction

into the delaware

Afro-American

Sports Hall of Fame

C

To my loving

husband, 

Thank you for

sharing 48 years of

marriage with me

Bradford Waples Sr. 

ONGRATULATIONS

With my endless love, 

Deborah Waples
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into the delaware
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Sports Hall of Fame
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Thank you for
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Bradford Waples Sr. 

ONGRATULATIONS

With my endless love, 

Deborah Waples

On your induction

into the delaware

Afro-American

Sports Hall of Fame

C

To my loving

husband, 

Thank you for

sharing 48 years of

marriage with me

Bradford Waples Sr. 



 
 

 

       CONGRATULATIONS  
Karen Burroughs on being Inducted into the   
Delaware Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame. 

                              Love - Vickey and Nathan Bowers    
__________________________________________________________________     

 

 

Cicely Everson,
Founder





DDeellaawwaarree  AAffrroo--AAmmeerriiccaann  SSppoorrttss  HHaallll  ooff  FFaammee  

 


